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ANSWER TO A METHODIST. much a gift as the forgiveness of sins! 
Tim. ii. 2. “In meekness instructing thuse that 
{ Concluded. | oppose themselves ; if God peradventure will give 
Our correspondent in answer to our definition of | them repentance tothe acknowledging of the truth ” 
the word repentance, and to our quotation from the | What is this, but turning from lying vanities to the 
scriptures, which declare that repentance is given, | acknowledging of the truth, that * God is the Sa- 
&e. says, “ The man repeats, God gives him re- | viour of all men ?” &e. 
pentance;—it is turning, God gives hun turning.’| Our Methodist Friend appeared disposed to ridi- 
And he is pleased to add, “ You quote to substan- | cule our definition of the word repentance to mean 
tia‘e the idea you advance, Acts v. 31. 1 presume | turning ; and he, it seems, is of opinion, there is no 
it will be seen to apply itin this way, that it conveys | sense in this view of it. Now we inform him, that 
no meaning at all.” We are not surprised at this| whether there is sense, or not, there is much truth ! 
bluoder, fur our correspondent has proved his igno-| Proof, Acts in. 26. “ Unto you first, God having 
rance of the meaning of the word give! We re- raised up his Sun Jesus, sent him to bless you in 
quest hi:n to remeinber, that to give a thing, is to | turning away every one of you from his iniquities.” 
besiow it, &e. We ask our correspondent, whether | Our correspondent believes none will be saved, but 
repentance ‘ consists’ in turning, or is ‘produced’ by | those who repent. We ask, supposing the man 
turning? He continues,—* Our idea of this repent- | turns from all his iniquities, (unbelief is one) will he 
ance, is this, and it appears to be the oaly way | not be saved? If so, is not turning repentance ? 
that we can make it concur with sense; that) You must acknowledge, either that durning and re- 
through the exaltation of Jesus Christ, the Holy | penting are the same, or that a man can be saved 
Ghost is given, which reproves the world of sin, of | without repentance! And we consider that no 
righteousness, and judgment, and this excites to re- | otuer view of this subject is ‘concurrent with sense.’ 
pentance ; (the act is the man’s.) the excitement is; But to put the question at rest, we refer him to 
the gift, as well as the corgiveness of sins” We! Ezek. xviii. 22. “Have | any pleasure at all that 
ask, ls this the ouly uaderstanding of the passage | the wicxed should die ? saith the Lory Gov; and 
in question, Which 1s agreeable tu sense? Let us} not that he should return and live!” Zeeh. ix. 12 
examine this logic, Tae Tract declares, * With-|* J'urn ye to the strong hold ye prisoners of hope.” 
oul repentasce thy soul will be ruined ;—thine! Lam. v.21. * Turn us unto thee, O Lord, and we 
immortal soul will be forever misesable in heil.”) shall be turned.” Jonah iii. 8 “ Let them turn 
And our correspoudent deciares, “tne act is the|every one from his evil way.” Jer xxxi. 18. 
man’s!’ And it seems that every Uung which docs|* Z'urn thou me, and [ shall be turned.” Acts 
not succuinb to this, is deveid of sense! Keader,| xxvi. 18. “'To open their eyes, to turn them from 
how are we saved, according to tits views Ans, | darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
We are saved by repentance, (tron endless misery,) | Giod, that Uiey may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and the act isthe man’s; and our correspondent to aud inheritance among them which are sanctified 
show his cunsistency, ackuowledges that “ forgive- | by faith that is tv me.” (Christ, not the creature.) 
ness of sins isa gyt/” is there any sense in Paul’s| Our correspondent’s sixth paragraph, we are sor- 
declaration, (please to bear in mind, that our Metho- | ry to say, commences with a declaration which is 
dist Friend will not admit that there is any sense in | not altogether agreeable to truth. What! Did the 
the declaration, that our sins are forgiven before we | Methodists never advance such a thing as the de- 
repent,) see Ephes. ii. 4, to 9th verses inclusive. | claration that Christ was a changeable being? Look 
“ But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love | at the Tract. ‘A friend now,but noé a sinner’s friend 








Sssss= , a Saviour for to (do what? To give excitement ? No!) , tions. ' 
give repentance to Israel,and forgiveness of sins! Now | such is to be answered for to the Saviour of the 
according to our ideas, we can make no sense of | world. ' 
the passage, except we admit that repentance is as, the world, how can any thing be damnable? Or is 
Again,—! the crime to be damned and the perpetrator clear- 





First pronounce the thing damnable, and a® 


Now, if this Judge must be the Saviour of 


ed? If so, this Judge and Saviour of the world 
uiust be like the log, that Jupiter gave the frogs for 
a king; virtuous and vicious, alike immaterial to 
him,’ &c. Let us examine this. If Christ con- 
demns the crime, and saves the criminal, he must 
be like a log of wood. Keverse this—If Christ 
approves the erime, and destroys the criminal, he is 
nut like alog. Who deals in contradictions now ? 
Is not all sin condemnable? (a synonymous term 
with damnable.) Can any man be cleared, or saved? 
If so, is vice and virtue all one with Christ? Now, 
we ask, if there is nothing condemnable in the 
sinner, where is his need of a Saviour’? And except 
the perpetrator (sinner) is cleared, (saved,) how can 
it be said he is saved, if he is to remain endlessly 
condemned [damned] for his sins? Our corres- 
pondent would make the Saviour like the Serpent 
given the frogs, in the stead of the log, which de- 
voured them! Our correspondent continues—* And 
in the next ; lace, as if to contradict yourself for 
calling him Judge, you quote his words, ‘If any 

man hear my words and believe not,l judge him not; 
for I came, nol to judge the world, but to save the 
world.’ Suppose a physician was to callupon our 
correspondent, and tell him, ‘1 am come, not to 
give you wedicine for any disease, but to converse 
with you,’ [or for avy other purpose,} would it then 
follow as an inevitable result, that he was nota 
physician? Our correspondent cannot conceive of 
the difference between a Judge and an executioner; 
or between condemnation and endless misery! 
Paul declared of the Jews, that * God hath con- 

cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 

mercy upon all.” We ask our correspondent---Ii 

the damnation [condemnation] consequent upon a 

state of unbelief, means endless misery, how can 

God have mercy upon them? We have no hesita- 

tion in saying, that no man ever did, or ever will 
experience the joys of the salvation of God, with- 

out repentance ; turning to the Lord. And if any 
person will prove that mankind will never repent, 
(turn) we will then acknowledge, that the doctrine 
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wherewith he loved us, EVEN WHEN WE WERE DEAD | in the great day of judgment!’ We shad forbear | of Universal Unconditional salvation, is an idle tale! 


IN sins, hath (in the past tense) quickened us to- 
gether with Christ, by grace are ye saved (not by re- 
pentance) and hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
That in the ages to come, he might show the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace (not the riches of our 
repentanee, the “ man’s own act,’’) in his kindness 
towards us througii Christ Jesus For by grace 
‘aot repentance) are ye saved through faith, (not 
the man’s own act) and that Nor of yoursk.ves, 
(Why? Where is the man’s own act” now? Where 
is the sense? Ans.) It is the gift of God! Not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” Where, now, 
we ask, is “the man’s own act >” “ Gone like the 
baseless fabric of a vision, and leaves not a wreck 
behind!” We request our correspondent, again to 
‘ook at his premises. He says, * And our idea of 
this repentance is this, and it appears to be the only 
way that we can make it concur with sense ; that 
through the exaltation of Jesus Christ, the Holy 
Ghost is given, which reproves the world of sin, 
Se, and this excites to repentance.” Now hear 
Peter’s idea of this matter —* Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall (in the future tense, after you re- 
pent) receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Our 
correspondent tries hard to make a distinction. 
He says, “ the excitement is the gi/t, as well as the 
pee of sins.” See Acts v.31. “Him hath 


exalted with his right hand, a Prince and 





any comment; it speaks for itself! We inform him |Our Methodist Friend again confounds the word 
that our sentiments are in perfect unison with Paul's, | defeat, with oppose, and remarks, * The next thing 
which he quoted. How the Author of the Tract, 1 observe, is your metamorphose of the meaning of 
could intend to express Paul's meaning, by declar- | trusted, turning, and repented, to make the import 
ing that a time was coming when Christ, who was |the same” We believe the reader is by this time 
now the sinner’s friend, would not be his friend, | satisfied, whe it is that would melamorphose, or ra- 
must astonish every honest believer and reader of | ther confound and pervert! We conclude with the 
Paul’s declarations, in this very Epistle from which | remark, that had our correspondent believed that 
your quotation is made. Paul declares, Rom. v. 8, |‘ all the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
9. * But God commendeth his love towards us, in | unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of ihe nations 
that while we were yetsinners Christ died for us. | worship before him,’ we think he would have mani- 
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, | fested his faith by his works, and have lifted his 
we shall be saved from wrath through him.’ See | voice agamst that Methodist heresy, which would 
viii. 38, 39. * For I am persuaded, that seither | im, iously attempt to prove the contrary ! 
death,nor life, norangels,nor principalities, nor pow- | Vole. The declaration contained in his P. 8. 
ers, nor things present, nor things to come, (is the | that he ‘used the word grave in the stead of the 
great day of judgment to come) nor height, nor | word hell, as | have heard those of your creed say 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to sepa- | that they are synonymous; however good authori- 
rate us from the love of God which isin Christ Je-| ty he may consider those of our creed, we inform 
sus our Lord!’ We consider this Methodist deelara- | him, that he might in his justification have men- 
tion to be a slander against the Saviour, inexpressi- | tioned the translators of the Bible, who have trans- 
bly abominable. Wishing our correspondent to see | lated the Greek word hades, HeLL in Luke xvi. 23. 
things as they are, and let words have their proper | and grave in 1 Cor. xv. 55! 
signification, we advise him to look at his own cri-| We recommend the following extract from Mr. 
terion, and judge accordingly. Please to compare | Wesley’s notes on the New Testament,and from 
what you consider on our part, a ‘ wilful miscon-| his sermons, &c., to the attention of all Metho- 
struction,’ with your author of the Tract, in his|dists. And if they willread them with attention, 
(as you ‘ presume,’) definition and application of the | and believe the truths declared in them, in sincerity, 
words of Paul! Rom. ii. we shall have no objection to consider them as 
Our correspondent says, ‘ Now, Mr. Editor, you | Christians, and believers in the Universal and Un- 
seem as if you were resolved to deal in contradic- | conditiunal salvation of God! 
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tion, aud the want of it the cause of condemnation. 
| Now, because in these passages, the conditions hap- 
pen not to be one and the same, | am charged by 
‘ Christ was not the second man in order of time; the Editor, if | understand him, with incongruity in 
but in this respect. That as Adam wasapublic| my reasoning, and shugling inmy dealing Hear 
person, who acted inthe stead of all mankind, so ‘his words. * We think proper, however, before we 
was Christ. As Adain was the first general repre-| dismiss the subject, to notice a trifling incongruity 
sentative of men, Christ was the second and the | in the reasoning of J. C. He in the first place, 
last. 


Extract from Wesley's notes on the Niw Testament. 
1 Cor. xv. 47. 


And what they severally did, terminated net) contends that all those will be endlessly miserable, 


in themselves, but affected all whom they repre-| who do not love the Lord with all their heart, | 


sented.’ / &e.; then, all these will be endlessly miserable, who 
In his Sermons, vol. i. on the mystery of iniqui- |de not keep all the commandments, (we add here, 
ty, 2 Thes. ii. 7. “ And have we not farther ground | &e ) and then with unexampled cruelty, damns 
or thankfulness, yea, and strong conselstion, in the | with endless misery all who do not believe on the 
blessed hope which Giod hath given us, that the | Lord Jesus Christ ; a condition altogether different, 
time is at hand, when righteousness shall be as uni- | and not included in his first, or second set of terns, 
versal, as unrighteousness is now ? Allowing that} or conditions! We think a species of dealing like 
the whole creation now groaneth together wader the | this, in bargains and agreements, and conditions in 
sin of man, our comfort is, it will not always groan! | our world, where the pocket is concerned, would 
God will arise and maintain his own cause. And subject a man to severe animadversions; but in re- 
the whole creation shail then be delivered, both from} ligion, it seems, you may shuffe as much as you 
moral and natural corruption. Sin, and its conse- please "” (see concluding paragraph but one of his 
quence, pain, shall be no more—holiness and happi | answer.) 
ness shall cover the earth. Then shall all the ends of} These circumstances I deem a sufficient apology, 
the world see the salvation of God. And the whole | jf any be necessary, for receding from my resolu- 


race of mankind shall know,and love, and serve God, 
and reign with him ror EVER AND EVER!” 
In his Sermons vol. ii. the end of Christ’s coming 


is considered. 1 John. v. 8. ‘* But the most glori- 


ous of all will be the change which then will take! from, and not included in my first or second set of 


place on the poor, sinful, miserable children of men 
These had fallen in many respects as from a great 


height, so into a lower depth than any other part of 


the creation. But they shall hear a great voice out 
of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he will dwell with them; and 
they shall be hie people , and God himself shall be 
their God. Rev. xxi. 3, 4. Hence will arise an 
unmixt state of holiness and happiness, far superior 
to that which Adam enjoyed in paradise. In how 
beautiful a manner is this described by the apostle ! 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying. Neither shall there be any more pain ; for 
the former things are done away. As there 
be no more death, and no more pain, or sickness 
preparatory thereto,—as there will be no more 
grieving for, or parting with friends,so there will be 
no more sorrow or crying. Nay, but there will be 


no more sin! And to crown all, there will be a deep, | 


an intimate, an uninterrupted union with God = A 
constant communion with the Father, and his Son 
Jesus Christ, through the Spirit ; a continual en- 
joyment of the three,—One God,and of all the crea- 


Lead 


tures in him ! 
Communications. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 

Sin---T was well aware when I addressed you on 
the subject of conditional salvation, that it would 
be entirely out of my power to produce any passa- 
ges from the word which declared this doctrine, 
which the Editor would consider as a compliance 
with his sine gua non I was willing however to 
give his readers an opportunity to judge, how far 
the Editor bad a reasonable ground for his confi- 
dent assertions; and, with a view to show that he 
had no such ground, I quoted from the word, seve- 
ral passages which, in my view, plainly declared 
salvation to be promised, on the performance of 
certain conditions on the part of man. I was not 
then, nor am I now aware, that] was bound, by 
the terms of the challenge, to show the same con- 
ditions to be contained in every passage which I 
quoted. It was enough if I showed conditions, and 
it was perfectly immaterial, whether the condition 
implied in every passage was the same or different. 
I produced or referred to three several passages in 
the word in which salvation, on the performance 
of a condition was plainly promised, or damnation 
on the non-performance clearly denounced. The 
first was from Luke [x. 25 to 37] where the 
condition was love to , and love towards our 
neighbour. The second was from Matthew [xix. 
17} where the condition was the keeping the com- 
mandments. The third was from John (iii. 36) 
where faith on the Son was the condition of salva 





will | 


| “ ° ° 
| good? Christ, your Head, is wise, 


tion of not replying to the Editor’s remarks. 

| Leannot conceive, for my own part, what incon- 
gruity there is in my reasoning, because the condi- 
tion in my third quotation, is altogether different 


terms. or conditions. The Editor might as well 
have charged me with incongruity, because the 
}eondition in my second quotation, was different 


from that in my first, as because the third is difle- | 


/rent from thatin my first, or because the third is 
different from both the former. But the question is 
not as to any particular condition ; but as to any 

‘condition whatever. And if I had shown fifty dife- 
rent conditions as the prerequisites to salvation, | 

| should have shown salvation to be conditional, and 
that was all that was required. If the Editor can 

|see any shuffling in this, he is welcome to the dis- 
| covery. 

| Let us see, however, if the 

congruous in all his argumetts. 

fourth paragraph, in the very breath in which he is 
| contending against conditions, has himise!f aduait- 
ited, that the daw does require 
| that they are performed for us, by © brit our beod: 
and therefore that we have ne conditions to per- 
form. This, according to the Editor’s view, is thu 
Gospel; the good news; adopting, | the 
legal maxim, that what one performs by proxy, it i- 


Editor himself. 


coud cons, 


SUP pose, 


| the same thing.as if he had done it in person ‘This! 


rs 


may answerin our worldly deali but, I fear, 
will be fuund to be hardly practicable in religion or 
morals, . 
He sas, ‘ Must we be wise ? Christ is made un- 
to us wisdom. Is holiness or sanctification an in- 
dispensable qualification > Christ is made unto us 
| sanctification Do you say we must have some- 
| thing taredeem us fromthe sins we have committed? 
We answer,Christ hath done all, and it is ours! He 
is made unto us redemption ! Ransack creation and 
‘produce one condition which we have not already 
complied with! The work is done! We have com- 
plied with them all!’ Now, reader, for [too will 
-appeal to the reader, what does this amount to * 
| Clearly this. * L admit that there are certain prere- 
quisiles, conditions, of salvation. But these condi- 
, tions have beea performed by Christ your head. Is 
it necessary that you should be wise, holy pure, and 
, pure, and 
good. You may be as ignorant, unholy, mpure, and 
wicked as you please, still your salvation is sure, for 
Christ your head is all this for you.” This, reader 
the Editor will admit; and that too, to avoid con 
ditions, (for there is nothing to which he has so 
great an aversion, as the idea, that man has any 
thing fo do, in order to obtain salvation. To give 
up any of our evils, is far too great a sacrifice, even 
to purchase salvation itself. tom therefore under 
the necessity of going a little farther to show the 
unreasonableness of this. 
And first I say it is unreasonable to suppose, that 
Christ's wisdom can be our wisdom. Christ it is 
said is the Head, we are the members of his body ; 





therefore being the members of his body, we pos- 


is | 
The Editar in his | 


but! 


sess in and with the Head the wisdom of the Head 
But this is just as unreasonable, as to say, that our 
hands, or our feet, possess the wisdom of the head 
Is it not plain that the members of the body pos 
sess nothing in common With the head ? Suppose 
he is our head representatively ? Does this mend 
the matter? Is the wisdom ot the representative 
the wisdom of the represented? 1 cannot see that 
it is. 
Secondly, I say it is unreasonable to suppose 
that Christ's wisdom ts our wisdom, because ¢ hrist 
is God, the Supreme God, (this the Editor has at un- 
dantly proved in some of his early numbers) and we 
are his creatures ; and it is certainly ubreasonable 
to suppose, that the wiscom of the Creator is, or 
can be the wisdom of the creature. The wisdom 
of the Creator is wisdom itself, Divine wisdom . the 
wisdom of the creature is merely human: the 
' wisdom of the Creator, is infinite, the wisdow oj 
the creature is merely finite ; to suppose there fore 
that the wisdom of God is the wisdom of man, js 
to suppose, that the wisdom of God is finite, or that 
the wisdom of the creature is infinite. But per 
haps I misapprehend him , he cannot mean that the 
wisdom of Christ (God,)is ours actually, but only 
imputatively, or virtually. . 
ihen thirdiy, | say, this is more unreasonable 
still, because to suppose that we can be wise,simply 
by the imputation of another’s wisdum,is just about 
as rational as to suppose, that we can see with the 
eyes, hear with the ears, or feel by the senses of 
another, which if any man supposes he can do, | 
have no objection to his er! syiag the illusion. 
The same reasoning will show,that it is just as un 
reasonable to suppose that the holiness, purity, 0: 
goodness, of Christ, can be ours. For they are 
things not transferable at pleasure. 
It is said too, that Corist’s obedience is our obe- 
dience ; and that he kept the law for us. How such 
jan absurdity could ever pave obtained among ra- 
tional creatures, wouid indeed be wouderful, were 
it not that owr understandings are daily abused 
(with hondreds of others equally gross and ridicu- 
ious. To collect fron the seriptures ¢ 
in which these ‘ 
lis @VE ry 
tppuecation, 


€ passages 
be taught, and 
and 
tresting the subject 
at length, bat Ptear would oe py mere of my ime, 
and more of the Editor's paper, than we should 
either of us be willing to devote to the subject. 
} can therelore, at present, only appeal to the 
unde retandiag of the ead ,tosay, whether he will 
| believe these absurdities, or whether he will si ek 
more rotionel explanation of the subject. 
We will now consider how the Editor has re- 
pled tu the passages I have quoted as containing 
the terms of conditioval satvation. The first passage 
was fiom Luke (x. 25.) and was our Lord's seply 
to the Lawyer, who, tempting him,asked him, what 
he should do to inherit eternal life. To whom our 
| Lord replied, that if he obeyed the law, by loving 
the Lord bis God with all his heart, soul and mind, 
j) and his neighbour as himself, he should live. Now, 
| the Editor says, this was a question put to tempt 
Jesus, by a Sere lawyer, and not in the way of 
}a humble inquirer after salvation, and therefore our 
| Lord answered in the same cunning manner, and 
thas by shutting his mouth, referring him to his 
own law, declined answering his question according 
to the truth. I answer, in the first place, this is a 
direct charge upon the character of the blessed Lord, 
vod supposing that he would be guilty of shugiing 
ind evasion te avoid a direct answer toa question, 
that was put to him warily, Is it consistent with the 
Lord's general conduct, thus to evade, on any occa- 
sion, the direct avowal of his doctrines, for fear of the 
Jews? Did he net on the contrary openly teach 
them both in the temple and in their synagogues ? 
and washe not repeatedly charged with being a 
blasphemer, and branded with every epithet, which 
the Jews could invent, simply because he did so 
openly and plainly inculeate his doctrines? And 
“ould he, for the sake of not being caught by the 
wariness of a subtle Lawyer, have been guilty of 
the prevarieation which the Editor’s interpretation 
of the passage necessarily imputes to him? It is 


doctrines ure said to 
mce 


ould 


‘ 1 : 
mst iO slow thei troe toeaom 


mdecd b 


Sevttac 





true, we frequently read of the Jews a 


to entangle him in his speech ; but do we ever rea 








chat he had recourse to prevarication or falsehood, ’ 
in order to avoid their soares? No, whatever he | 
deciared eveo in aaswer to their subtle and cunning | 
inquiries, was always the truth, and may be in | 
plicitly relied on as the truth. The Editor says, | 
it was the truth, but not a truth incuicated by Jesus, 
that 18, was a legal, nota Gospel wuth. 

I answer, in the second place, that our Lord re- 
ferred the Jewish lawyer, not cunningly to his own 
law, but sincerely and truly, aud as to a rule 
which must be observed befure he could inherit 
eternal lite. in proof of this, I refer to the suc- 
ceeding verses of the chapter. We are subsequently 
told, that the lawyer wuling to jusul, bunseit, said 
unto Jesus, “and whois my aeighbour”’ Jesus, 
to give him a strining and practicad reply, one which 
eveu the cunninguess of the lawyer could not misin- 
terpret, relates to him the parable of the man who 
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and feil 
amoung thieves. And in coucluston asks him, which 
he thought was neighbour to him that fell among 
thieves; he whe had compassion on, and succour- 
ed him in lis calamity, or he who passed by on 
the other side. And the lawyer said, he that 
showed mercy on him. Our Lord says, “ Go and 
do thou likewise” What a beautiful reply to the 
lawyer's tempting question! Instead of answering 
him in kind, our Lord, ever ready to avail himself 
of every circumstance to open the minds and un- 
derstandings of the u believing Jews, instructs this 
learned doctor in the way of salvation, by the most 
lively and touching story that can well be imagined. 
Now I will ask, can any ove who reads this relation 
possibly shut his eyes to the truth contained in it * 
Our Lord had declared before, the way to eternal 
life ; and the Jew understood it too, as is plain from 
his subsequent inquiry; but like many in our own 
times, he could net comprehend, how he was to 
love others as well as himself. And therefore, wil- 
ling to obtain an answer a little more favourable to 
his carnal views, and thinking perhaps, like many, 
that “ charity begins at home,’ asks, and who is my 
neighbour? The answer has already been given 
It speaks to the heart as well as the understanding. 





My second reference was to Matt. xix. 17. lt was 
our Lord's reply to the young man who inquired of | 
him, what good thing he should do, that he might | 
have eternal life. To which he replied, if thou wilt | 
enter into liie, keep the commandmenis The Editor | 
says, this is similar to the passage from Luke. * The 
young man asked, what he should do; and Christ | 
told him.’ He did, and he told him the truth, ‘ if} 

_ thou wilt enter into lite, says he, keep the command- 
ments. The Editor bad uot the same advantage 
here, as On the oceasion of our former quotation: | 
llere was no cunning lawyer, putting sublle ques- | 
tions, (as the Editor conceived him to be) but a! 
huinole, modest young man, inquirthg what he 
should do to inherit eternal life. But the Editor 
says, (for this is the amount of his argument) that 
our Lord instead of auswering hia according to the 
truth, auswered hun aceording to the critical and 
technical (it shout seem) manoer of asking the 
question. This modest Jew was vot acquainted 
with the technical language of modera theology, | 
and could not put his question in those precise | 
terms, which it seems our Lurd required. In the | 
simplicity of his soul he asks, what good thing 
shall Ido that I may have eternal life. Reader, | 
ean you believe oar Lord did not answer this in- | 
quiry in the same spirit, in which it was put ? Can | 
you believe be would have suffered this sincere in- | 
quirer for saly«tion, to go away sorrowful, merely | 
because the question was put, what shall I do to in- | 
herit, instead of how shall I obtain, eternal life? Do} 
you believe that Christ was such a teacher? If) 
you do, then you must believe he was a deceiver, | 
and not as he himself informs us, ‘ the way, the | 
truth and the life.’ But here as before, we have 
the means of detecting the error. Our Lord's re- 
ply to the young man, was in the general terms, 
‘if thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments.’ ‘ Hesaith unto him, which? Jesus said, 
thou shalt do no murder, thou shalt not commit 
adultery ; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not bear 
false witness. Honour thy father and thy mother ; 
and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The 
young man saith unto him, All these things have | 
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kept from my youth up; what lack I yet? Jesus 
said unto him, if thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shait 
have treasure in heaven; and come and follow me. 
But when the young man heard that saying, he 
went away sorrowtul, for he had great possessions 
Now it is érve that our Lord directed this young 
man to keep the commandments, as a means of his 
entering into life. It is ¢rwe also, that he had literal- 
ly kept all these commandments from his youth up, 
and yet that he was lacking. In order however 


that the conclusion at which we shall arrive, may | 


be the more clearly seen, it will be necessary 
here to show, what our Lord really taught with re- 
gard te the commandments. 

In his memorable sermon on the mount, which is 
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, he has taken 
great pains to instruct his disciples un the subject, 
and at the same time all future generations. “Think 
not, says he, that I am come to destroy the law and 
the prophets, | am not come to destroy but to ful- 
fil.” (Matt. v.19.) “ For verily Isay unto you, till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shail in 
no wise pass from the law, tll all be fulfilled. Who- 
soever therefore shall break one of the least of these 
commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoso- 
ever shall do and teach them, shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, 
that except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven,’ 
And then he goes on to instruct them from this ve 
ry law, by opening and enlarging it; informing them 
that as they had hitherto beeu accustomed to keep 
it merely in the etter, the time had now come when 
it must be obeyed in the spirit also. ‘This was the 
great error against which be wished to caution them; 
that they should not suppose that his doctrines m 
any way altered or abrogated that rule of life and 
conversation, Which had been prescribed for their 
observance. The Jews were merely external men, 
and had no idea of any thing contained in or re 
quired by their law but what was merely external ; 
they therefore supposed they had fulfilled its pre 
cepts, merely by the outward cbservance of it. tis 
was the lesson which he taught the young man io 
the answer we have quoted above. He, like the 
rest of his brethren,had an idea that if he had never 
imbrued his hands io his brother’s blood, he tad not 
been guilty of the crime of rourder ; that if he had 
never piltered his neighbour's goods, he had not 
been guilty of thecrime of stealing; or if he had 
never actually violated hisneighbours bed,he had not 
been guilty of adultery. Bat what says our Lord, 
in thissermon on the mount? “ Ye have heard, 
says he, that it has been said by them of old time, 
then shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shail 
be in danger of the judgmept; But ® say unto 
you, that whosoever shall be angry with fis brother, 
without a cause,shail be in danger of the judgment,’ 
as if he had said, “ ye have heard that it was 
saidof old time thou shalt not kill, whereby ye 
understand that it is unlawful, actually to take the 
life of another. But | say unte you, think not 
that the import of this command extends merely to 
the overt act of killing, but rather understand, that 
whosoever, in his heart, shall bear such anger or 
hatred against another, as thereby to desire his 


death, even in thought, or secret purpose, is guilty | 


of a breach of this command and obnoxious to the 
penalties of it Again, “ye have heard it was 
said by them of old time, thou shalt not commit 
adultery; but I say unto you that whosoever looketh 
on a woman tolust after her, hath already committed 
adultery with ber in his heart.” Here again so far 
from there being any thing that can lead us to sup- 
pose thatour Lord meant to abrogate the command, 


_asa rule of life, he really confirms it, by applying 


it according to its true and real import ; teaching us 
that evil designs in the will, and evil thoughts in the 
understanding, are as much a breach of this com- 
mandment as the act of adultery itself. Now then 
we see what this young man lacked, and because he 
could not receive “this saying” he went away 
sorrowful. Thatit was not his wordly possessions 
that our Lord required the young man to give up, 
is plain, for he says “ and thou shalt have treasure 


ivi 


in heaven.” All the worldly possessions in the earth, 
would not have purchased bin the heavenly trea- 
sure. It was his selfhood, his selfish thoughts and 
desives which hindered in bis heart the love of God 
and his neighbour, which he was required to sacri- 
fice, and come and follow Jesus. it is true, the 
young man’s natural state led him to imagine thag 
vur Lord had reference to his worldly possessions, 
because he was rich, and so thought the disciples 
too, for even they could not always receive his in- 
struction. 

The Editor's last argument is soon despatched. 
If 1 understand it, itis a mere play on the grammuati 
cal construction of the verse. (John iii 56.) He 
says Christ is the Saviour of ali men; but more 
especially of those that believe. This then, is his 
isyllogisui; (that is, if I understand it, i not, this 
jmust be my apol gy for misrepresenting hum.) 
to believe that Christ is our Saviour, is to have 
everlasting life. But Chnst is the Saviour of 
jall men; and to believe that he is the Saviour, of 
j all men, is to believe that he is our Saviour. When 
| therefore we believe, that Christ is the Saviour of 
ali men, then we believe,he is our Saviour and then 
we see everlasting life. Not to believe this, that he 
is the Saviour of all men, is not to believe that he is 
our Saviour, and while we are in this state, we 
cannot see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
onus. The Editor here takes two things for grant- 
ed, which are the premises of his conclusion ; but 
which, as we do not admit, of course bis argument 
falls to the ground “ like the baseless fabric of a 
vision.” First, he supposes it will be admitted, that 
Christ is actually the Saviour of ail men, because 
St. Paul has said “ the Saviour of all men, espe- 
cially of those that believe. Arid seconaly, he takes 
it for granted that all men will believe this. Now 
we deny that Christ is the Saviour of all men; 
and we also deny, that all men will believe this. 
We say more, it cannot be proved, But this is not 
all; allowing all that the Editor has said, is true. 
How docs this obviate conditions. If to believe, on 
the Editor's plan, is necessary to have everlasting 
life, then he adnoits a condition in its fullest extent, 
Faith is as much an act, one way as another; and 
il is as much au act, in any way, as the deeds of the 
body. The one is an act of the understanding, 
the other of the will, through the instrumentality of 
the body. 

The Editor having interrogated me, in several 
parts of bis reply, ashing whether L beheve this, 
or believe that, | willin conclusion give my articles 
of faith on the subjec. of salvation. | believe then, 
that in order to salvation under the Gospel, three 
things are requisite : Jouuh, ov a knowledge of and 
a belief in the truih o God's holy word ; cherity, 
or love to God and our neighbour, being the toun- 
dation of our faith ; and good works, or a life in 
conformity thereto. This erced has, | believe, its 
foundation in the word of God ; and can be proved 
from the letter of the Old and New Testaments ; 
from the law, and from the prophets; from the 
word of Christ and his apostles. 

Should opportunity offer, | may hereafter attempt 
this proof, and with the Editor’s permission, com- 
|municate it for the edification of his readers, 
"This communication, however, Will close my argu- 
| sont on the present occasion. 
| Your’s, J.C, 

ANSWER, 
We pass over the first, seeond, and third para- 
graphs of J. C.’s communication with the remark, 
that te suppose conditions, on the performanee of 
| whiehthe endless well-being of the souls of millions 
of the human race depend, and these conditions so 
| general (or loose )in theirexpression,that they cannot 
| be particularized, is an absurdity, to say the least of 
it. And we have no hesitation in declaring, that this 
hypothesis, which would make salvation condition- 
ab and the conditions diferent in their nature, and 
requirements,and which denounces damnation (end- 
less misery) in default, and promires endless felicity, 
on the performance of each, is most emphatically a 
‘ contradiction in terms.’ This will be seen by con- 
sidering, what must be admitted, that a man (were 
it possible) might keep the whole law, and at the 
same time not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
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consequently, if all are damned who do not believe believed not the record that God gave of his Son.) just. More false, because the devil, 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, the keeping the law would | And Uus is (ie record, that the salvation of the soul | hath never said he willeth all mankiod 


not save him, but he would be damned likewise. On 
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is not‘ sure!’ but depends upon our good works ! 


liar as he js, 
to be saved ; 


more unjust, because the devil cannot, if he would 


the other hand ;—A man might believe on the Lord No!) that tiod hath given (not suid) tu us eternal | be guilty of such injustice as you ascribe te God 
Jesus Christ,and violate the law, (and ‘he that offends | life, and this life is in bis Son!’ Ephes. ii. 8, 9.“ For; whea you say, that God coodemned Millions of 


in one point, is guilty of all’) consequently,if endless 
misery is to be the portion of all those whodo not, 
keep all the commandmeats,he must be damned also! | 
And our Lord declares, * he that breaketh one of | 
the least of these commandments, &c. shall be call- 

ed least in the kingdom of heaven ;’ but accord- 

ing to J.C. he, so far from having any thing to do | 
with the kingdom of heaven, would be consigned 
to endless misery. Now, we inform J.C. that his 
remark relative to our discovering incongruity in his 
reasoning on this head, and our being welcome to 
it, &e., we think will not satisfy our readers ; who 
Wwe presume will consider the discovery gratuitous, 
and give the incongruity to the original proprietor. 
We likewise inforin J. C. that if he were to pro- 
duce * fifty conditions,’ and according to his present 
liberality permit forty nine of them to be omitted, 
and confer endless happiness On those who com- 
plied with the fiftieth, however strong his arguments 
might be in favour of salvation being conditional, he 
would find it impossible to prove the damnation of 
ae in default of complying with ther. 

.C. in his fourth paragraph, says, we ‘ admit 
that the law requires conditions, Kc. Granted— 
And we likewise admit, that the law denounced a 
punishment if these conditions were not complied 
with! But we have not admitted that endless hap- 
piness was the reward, for keeping, nor endless 
misery the penalty, for violating its requirements! 
And we tell J. C. that he can never prove the salva- 
tion, or damnation, of one of the human race, on 
this ground. We mean by the terms salvation, and 
damnation, happiness,or misery, in a future state of 
being. That the law condemns to suffering in this 
life, those who violate it; and rewards with tempo- 
ral blessings in proportion as men Conform to it,isa 
truth which the experience of every man can testi- 
fy. See Deut. xxviii. We inform J. ©. that we do 
not advocate the doctrine of a man’s doing good or 
evil by prory. His supposition in this ease has no 
foundation, except in his own imagination. 

J. C.’s appeal to the reader, in his fi/th paragraph, 
may appear very rational to him; but if he had 
produced any evidence in support of his declara- 
tion, that “ we admit there are certain prerequisites, 
conditions of salvation,” it would have looked a 
little better. Now we think, that had J. ©, said 
we admitted there had, (in the past tense) been 
as prerequisites,” he would have come nearer the 
truth! And the declaration he bas charitably as- 
signed us,—“ you may be as ignorant, unholy, im- 
pure, and wicked as you please, still your salvation 
is sure,” &e. being gratuitous, and unqualified, we 
shall take the liberty to contrast our doctrine with 
it, and let the reader dispose of it as he sees pro- 
per. Presuming that the reverse of this is the 
doctrine of J.C., that our salvation is nol * sure,’ | 
but depends upon our wisdom, holiness, purity, | 
and goodness, independent of any union with our | 
Divine Head, his merits, &c. we shall quote a few) 
passages from the Scriptures, and let J.C. apply) 
them. Gal. v. 4. “ Christ is become of no effect uato 
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law, ye 
are fallen from grace.” iii 11.“ But that no man 
is justified by the law in the sightof God, uf ts evi- 
dent; for, the just shall live by faith, And the 
law is not of faith; but the man that doeth them 
shall live in them.” @d Cor. v.18, 19. “ And all 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him- 

















by grace ave ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves; i asthe guftof God. (What are 
the couditious of a gyt’) Not of works, lest any 
man should boast 

We believe with Paul, that “ Tribulation and an- 
guish, shall be upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil.” Nowil J. ©. will prove that men will do 
evilin a fulure state, we are willing to acknowledge 
that * tribulation and anguish,” shall be upon them 
in a fulure state; but not without. We likewise 
believe with Paul, that those “ who by patient con- 


tinuance in well doing seek for glory, and honour, 


and immortality, eternal life.” But we do not be- 


lieve thatit is doing well toseek for glory, or honour, 


or immortality, from, or by our works, iudepen- 


dentof our Divine Head, but in our union with him, 
and by and from his righteousness, which is ours. 
“ Wheretore by the deeds ot 
the daw there shall no flesh be justified in his sight, 
But now 
(now,) the righteousness of God (not ours alone) 


eo 


Kom. tii. 20 to 23 
for by the law ts the knowledge of sin. 


without the law is manifested, being witnessed by 


the law and the prophets; even tue righteousness 
of God by faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon 
all them that believe, for there is no difference ; for 
ail have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, being justified /reely (nut condiionaliy) by his 
grace, (not by our works) through the redemption 
Not in our compliance 


that ism Christ Jesus.” 


with conditions! Isaiah xiv. “1 HAVE sWwoRN 


oY MYSELF, the word is gune outol my mouth 
shall not return, That 
unto me every kuee shall bow, every tongue shail 
swear. Surely shall say, (what? Ans.) inthe Lorp 
have | RIGHTEOUSMess and strength, to him shaii 
come, and all (hat are incensed against bim shall be 
(Not damoed with endiess misery !) 
“'These words spake Jesus, and 
ited up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the 


—KiGgh TEVUSNEssS— and 


ashamed.” 
Jotun xvii. 1. 


hour iscome. Glorily thy Sop, that thy Son may 


souls to everlasting fire for continuing in sin, which 
for want of that grace he will not give thew, they 
cannot avuid: and more cruel, because that caer 
py spirit * seeketh rest, and fiadeth none,’ so that his 
own restless misery is a kind of temptation to jim 
to tempt others. But God * resteth 1 his high and 
holy piace; so that to suppose him, out of his mere 
motion, of his pure will and pleasure, happy as 
he is, to doom his creatures, whether they will o; 
not, toendiess misery, is to impute such cruelty to 
him, as we cannot impute even to the great enemy 
of God and man. It is to represent the Most High 
God as more cruel, false, and unjust than the 
devil! 

“ This is the blasphemy clearly contained in the 
horrible decree of Predestination. And here I fix my 
fuot. Ov this I join issue with every asserter of jf 
You represent God as worse than the devil. Buy 
you say, you will prove it by scripture. Hold 
What will you prove by scripture? That Gud is 
worse than Satan? Itcannot be. Let the Scripture 
mean what it will, it cannot mean that the Judge oj 
all the world is unjust. No scripture can mean 
that God is not love, or that his mercy is not ove: 
all his works: that is, whatever it prove beside, no 
scripture Can prove predestination.’ 

‘This is the blasphemy for which I abhor the 
doctrine of Predestination ; a doctrine, upon the 
supposition of which, if one could possibly suppose 
it for a moment, call it election, reprobation, or 
what you please, (for all comes to the same thing 
one might say to our adversary the devil,‘ Thou 
vol, why dost thou roar about any longer? Hear 
est thou not, that God hath taken thy work out of 
thine hauds, and that he doth it more effectually : 
Thou, with all thy principalities and powers, canst 
ouly so assault that we may resist thee; but he ean 
ivresistibly destroy both body and svul in hell ! 
‘Thou canst only entice; but his unchangeable de- 
cree to leave thousands of souls in death, compels 








also glority thee. (How giorify the Father? Make | them to continue in sin until they drop into everlast- 
mankind endlessly miserable! Does the glory oi | ing burnings. Thou temptest; he forceth us to be 


Giod consist In the misery of his creaiures’ See 


| dammed, for we cannot resist his will. Thou fool! 


what follows.) As thou ast given him power over Why goest thou about any longer, seeking whom 


ali flesh, (what for?) that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given fim.” And 
“the Father luveth the Son, and hath given ai 
things into his hands!” ‘This is our doctrine. 
Conjute ui who can! Our faith is founded upon 
the vatnol JeHovaH. itis as elernal as the God 
we worship! 
To be concluded next week. | 
ad 
For the Gospel Herald. 

Mr. Evirea,—In lately reading a sermon by 
the Rev. Joun Wesley on bree Grace, the lollowing 
extracts struck me as the must sublime in thought, 
the most terse in lauguage, aod the most tremen- 
dously eloquent, of avy thing I bad ever met 
with. Should you think them worthy of a place 
in the Gospel Merald, | have no doubt you will 
please many of your readers, who may have never 
perused the sermon Gamma. 

After mimitably introducing the subject of the 
Calviniste Election, he Wius proceeds :-— 

“Call it by what name you please; Election, 
Preterition, Predestination, or Reprobation, it 
comes to the saine thing. ‘The sense is plainly this; 


self by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the mi- 
nistry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them.” Rom. v. 10. 
“ For if when we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son ; much more being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.’ (Quere. 
When was Christ crucified? And is this recon- 
ciliation sure ?) viii. 38, 39.“ For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, vor life, &c. vor things present, 
nor things to come, &c shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’ 1 Epis. John v. 10,11. “ He that be- 
Weveth not God hath made him aliar; because he 





by virtue of an eternal, unchangeable, irresistible 
decree of.God, one part of mankind are infallibly 
saved, and the rest infallibly daraued, it being in- 
possible that any of the former should be damned, 
vr that any of the latter should be saved.” 

He proceeded to show that this doctrine is de- 
rogatory te Gud’s hovour and giory, and that it is 
full ot blasphemy ; ‘ Of such blasphemy,’ said he, 
‘as [ should dread to mention, but that the henour 
of our gracious God, and the cause of truth, will 
not sufler me to be silent. Such blasphemy this, 
that it represents the Most Holy God as worse thav 
the devil ; as more false, more cruel, and more un- 


thou meyest devour ? Hearest thou not that God is 
| the devouring lion, the destroyer of souls, and the 
| murderer of men? Moloch caused only child 
y children 

to pass through the fire, and the fire was soon 
| quenched; for that corruptible body being con- 
sumed, its torments were at an end ; but God, thou 
art told, by his eternal decree, fixed before they 
had done good or evil, causes not only children of a 
span long, but the parents also, to pass through the 
fire of hell; that fire which never shall be quench- 
ed: and the body which is cast thereinto, being 
now incorruptible and immortal, will be ever con- 
suming and never consumed; but the smoke of 
their ftorment, because it is God’s good pleasure, 
ascendeth up for ever and ever. 

*QO, how would the enemy of God and man 
rejoice to hear these things were so! How would 
he cry aloud, and spare not! How would he lift up 
his voice, and say, To your tents, O Israel! flee 
from the face of this God, or ye shall utterly perish! 
But whither will ye flee? Into heaven* He is there. 
Down to hell? He is there also. Ye cannot thee 
from an omnipresent, almighty tyrant. And whe- 
ther ye flee, or stay, I cali heaven, his throne, and 
earth, his footstool, to witness against you: ye sha!l 
| perish, ye shall die eternally! Sing, O hell! and re- 
joice, ye that are under the earth! for God, even 
the Mighty God, hath spoken, and devoted to death 
thousands of souls, from the rising of the sun, unto 
the going down thereof. Here, O death,is thy sting! 
They shall not, cannot escape, for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. Here, O Grave, is thy victory! 
Nations yet unborn, or ere they have done good or 
evil, are doomed, never to see the light of life, but 
thou shalt gnaw upon them for ever. Let all those 
morning stars sing together who fell with Lucifer, 
son of the morning! Let all the sons of hell shout 
ae joy; for the decree is past, and who shall annul 
ur 











